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The labeling theory
Introduction
Labeling theory is an important theory that helps in understanding the deviant (is portray social behavior that is unacceptable in a social set up) and criminal behavior. The theory argues that criminals and deviant acts are a result of labeling from the authority and the powerless in the society are more likely to be negatively labelled. Examples of deviant is like robbing a store or over speeding in places you are not supposed to. In labelling theory, deviance is socially constructed through reaction instead of action. That is a reaction to a behavior is what makes it deviant or not.
Elements associated with Labeling Theory
According to studies labeling someone as a deviant can have a long-term effect on an individual social identity. If we consider the following:
1. Crime is a creation of sociology
An action that causes harm to an individual or society becomes a crime or criminal when those in power label it as an act of crime or criminal
2. Not all deviants get labeled 
The powerful give labels to the powerless. That means when the powerful do deviant deeds they are not labeled
3. Labeling has real impacts
It amplifiers deviants deeds, self-fulfilling prophecy and deviant careers

4. The labeling theory
The theory has a clear value position of promoting policies that prevent labelling minor acts as deviants.
Labeling of a person can push someone to crime easily. When an individual is label by others they tend to get stigmatized. And this pushes the in accepting the label and the person they have been label to be. If they cannot fight the stigma, they conceptualize their new identity.
Measures to taken to prevent crime in the future
1. Situational crime prevention is method uses manipulation of the environment by preventing retail theft. For example, remove excuses of committing crime and increase the perceived effort of committing the crime that is target hardening and access control.
2. Social model, this enhances neighborhood integration and unison in fighting crime and preventing it.
3. Development or early intervention model. In this model aims at addressing early causes of crime and criminal behavior.
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Criminal justice.  This model interconnects with other models. It imposes severe penalties on individuals or groups that are involved in crime or criminal activities.







